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Thancoupie Bursary committee member Rita Moore is seen pictured below 

congratulating Wik and Kugu artists  Bruce Bell and  Garry Nampanon. They 

both received the Thancoupie Bursary this year.  Bruce and Garry are from 

the remote Indigenous community of Aurukun which is on the Western side 

of Cape York. Bruce and Gary are proposing to use the bursary to travel to 

Sydney and spend time being tutored  by the   Indigenous artist Tony Albert  

who will work with them in upskilling their painting techniques.   

Garry Namponan has been carving Ku’ (the camp dog ) for more than a dec-

ade after being taught by his father Angus.  The Ku’ represent his family to-

tem.  The ‘camp dog’ sculptures are carved from soft milkwood timber and 

painted with polymer. The camp dog pictured below left has been carved and 

painted by Bruce Bell. The sculptures were displayed through  Aurukun’s Wik 

and Kugu Art Centre and continue to be  very popular with the public at this 

years CIAF . 

Photo by J. Weller Photo by Jennifer Isaacs 

We wish to advise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders viewers that 
this newsletter may contain images of people who are deceased 
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BURSARY NEWS  2017 

The Yidinji artist Paul Bong  was the inaugural recipient of the 

Thancoupie Bursary in 2016.  He is pictured below with Margaret 

Mara who received the Bursary for 2017. They both presented the 

bursary awards to the new recipients at the CIAF Thancoupie Bur-

sary breakfast. Paul Bong was also awarded a high commendation 

in the Excellence category for the Premiers award as part of the inau-

gural CIAF Art Awards. 

Thancoupie encouraged  Paul  to learn about Indigenous Law from his 
Uncle Stewart Bong. Pictured  left is one of the fiberglass Shield de-
signs that were commissioned as part of a tender process with the 
Cairns  Regional Council. The sculptures displayed in Shield street, pro-
vided Paul with an opportunity to renew cultural knowledge as the 
shields symbolically depict  the frontier wars which occurred between 
the  Waluburra Yidinji people and invaders.   
 
The ABC recently featured a story on Paul Bong. He talks about his 
personal family values and his creative process. You can view the story 
by right clicking on the following hyperlink 
 
https://open.abc.net.au/explore/112445  
 

HEATHER KOOWOOTHA  AND PAUL BONG 

Pictured right is Heather Koowootha who grew up in the 

Yarrabah community near Cairns. Her Mother was from 

the Djabuyguy/Yidinji people in Cairns and her Father was 

from Wik Mungkan people of Cape York. 

Heather has been working with Master Printer Theo 

Tremblay in the Canopy Art Space in Cairns. As part of 

this residency she has had the opportunity to create art-

works that reflect her parents and her own personal 

knowledge of culture, community life and the history in 

the Missions 

Heather plans to use the Bursary award to produce a se-

ries of screen prints on the theme of traditional food 

gathering and bush tucker. We look forward  to featuring 

a future article on her work in our next newsletter. Con-

gratulations Heather! 

Photo right by Kerry Trapnell, courtesy of CIAF  

Photo below by Jules Weller 

Photo below by Kerry Trapnell, courtesy of CIAF  

https://open.abc.net.au/explore/112445
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CIAF Thancoupie Breakfast 

 CIAF patron Henrietta Marie Fourmile (pictured right 

with Craig Hoy) addressed the Thancoupie Bursary 

Breakfast  which was held at the entry court of the 

Cairns Cruise Liner Terminal . Elder Jeannie Little , Jen-

nifer Isaacs and Craig Hoy also shared memories of 

Thancoupie. 

 The sculpture lawn contains Thancoupie’s giant 

bronze sculpture: Iyndhik the moon and Wini’henh the 

star "The Lovers"   

Thancoupie designed the garden around the sphere 

including pathways, the mound of shells it sits upon 

and the impressed words within the pathways, In  

addition she listed many plants to go in including the  

grasses used for basket weaving. She also insisted that 

the pandanus tree from the street be transplanted to be 

Anthony Todd Weller Thancoupie Bursary Board.  

Robyn Maxwell the Manager of the Wik and 

Kugu Art Centre is pictured left receiving the 

Bursary on behalf of Garry Nampanon and 

Bruce Bell. Garry Nampanon was also the win-

ner of the Queensland  Government’s Premier 

Award for Excellence  and he  will receive 

$15,000 to support the development of his 

practice 

Pictured left are the Thancoupie Bursary Board 

members Rita Moore, Paul Matthews Justin 

Bishop, Craig Hoy and Bob Simkin and Simone 

Rati. A big thankyou to Jennifer Isaacs, Antho-

ny Todd Weller, Rita Moore and other Board 

members who manned the Bursary stall at 

CIAF this year. The stall promoted the Bursary  

and funds were also raised through the sale of 

Thanacoupie’s dictionary of 

Thaynakwith, Thanakupi's Guide to Language 

and Culture,by generous donations of art 

works by Margaret Mara, Paul Bong and Arone 

Meeks. 

Photo above by Kerry Trapnell, courtesy of 

CIAF  

Photo left by Kerry Trapnell, courtesy of CIAF  

Photo above by Kerry Trapnell, courtesy of CIAF  
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Thanakupi 

Iyndhik the moon and Wini’henh the star "The Lovers" 2010 Bronze 

Wini'henh the star and Iyndhik the moon were lovers. They camped with the other people in the tribes 
along the coast of Noomboun, or Piera Head. Iyndhik would travel around the skies and come back to his 
lover at night to rest. Then, one day, he said it was time to leave the tribe and live in the sky. 

When Wini'henh heard this she said to him, "Don’t leave me!" But the moon left as he said and Wini'henh 
was sad. 

Then she made a decision. She would go and live in the skies. So she followed Iyndhik the moon, her lov-
er, until she reached his side. He was happy. Today you see them together, and as Iyndhik travels across 
the sky at night, there is Wini'henh, the Evening Star, following him. They travel around together. 

The design shows the star and moon as they travel across the seas, and the sun setting on the horizon for 
the lovers. In the waters you see two of the signs for the seasons and tides represented - Beaug the crab, 
who comes out in low tide, and the two Pisces, the fishes, who like to swim in for high tide. Iyndhik the 
moon controls the tides and seasons. 

This design comes to mind because of the history of Cairns, the sugar times, and the people now coming 
for their cruises, perhaps lovers too. Sailing across the seas at night, when they look up to the sky, they 
will see the legend. 
 

The Thancoupie Bursary Fund respectfully acknowledges the First Peoples’ and Custodians of the 

lands, waters and seas on which we work and live. We honour their Elders, past and present 

 To all of you who have supported the Thancoupie Bursary  

“Seasons greetings & happy & healthy new Year”   

Photo by Kerry Trapnell, 

courtesy of CIAF  
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The Thancoupie Bursary Fund was established in 2012 in Cairns, where Thancoupie had close links and 
lived at her studio in Trinity Beach for more than two decades.   
The Fund is a registered public company under the Corporations Act, limited by guarantee. 

How to apply for a Bursary 

The application process is straightforward. A completed application is required (download from the link below) 
with support material attached. The application form notes support material as: (a) A brief letter outlining reasons 
for applying and what you hope to achieve.  

(b) A Family Agreement and school report (for applicants under 18), or supporting information that you consider 
enhances your application. Please limit photographs of artwork to a maximum of 10 images.  

(c) References from at least three (3) referees and  

(d) A full budget outline – if applicable  

For further Information of the Thancoupie Bursary Fund go to the website 
www.thancoupiebursary.com  and  download an application form from the  

following page http://www.thancoupiebursary.com/the-bursary/  

Applications can be emailed to :  Simone Rati simrati@gmail.com  
or  info@thancoupiebursary.com c.c.     Mr Bob Simkin   bob@simkingroup.com or 
posted to: Attn. Ms Jean Little Chimanimani Place46 Albatross Street KEWARRA 

The Thancoupie Bursary Fund respectfully acknowledges the First Peoples’ and Custodians of the 

lands, waters and seas on which we work and live. We honour their Elders, past and present 

 To all of you who have supported the Thancoupie Bursary  

“Seasons greetings & happy & healthy new Year”   

Photo by Kerry Trapnell, 

courtesy of CIAF  

mailto:info@thancoupiebursary.com
mailto:bob@simkingroup.com

