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Every year since Thancoupie passed from this life , at the time 
of  the Cairns Indigenous Art Fair (CIAF), we celebrate her 
great gift to the community through a breakfast  that is held in 
front of  her art work- the bronze sphere in the garden behind 
the Cruise Liner Terminal in Cairns.  
This year the rain did not grace us with its presence and early 
sunrays warmed the crowd who waited to hear who had been 
awarded a Bursary.  
This year also two students from the Western Cape were given 
the honour of attending the CIAF exhibitions and events.  
Also The genial Paul Bong whose passion has been to learn 
from Glass masters will be awarded the means to travel to the 
ACT and in a live in situation , make 8 Yidinji Shields in slump 
glass. 
Munching hot food and coffee the assembled dedicated friends 
of Thancoupie and others who have been touched by her influ-
ence or her legacy heard moving speeches from Rita Moore 
her cousin, from Jennifer Isaacs her guide and executor, from 
MC Craig Hoy and of course from the Bursary chair Jean Little 
with whom Thancoupie shared so many special experiences. 
Curators from Southern Galleries attended and mixed with the 
crowd as did many local artists. 
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Photo right: Tomhira (Tomi) Ware and Cherise Jia 
of Western Cape College. 

Photo left: Paul Bong pictured holding his Bursary award 

Edi on  4| October 2018 
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BURSARY NEWS! 

Western Cape College Students 

Western Cape College secondary art students  ‐      

Tomhira Ware and Cherese Jia were both successful in 

receiving bursaries to a end the Cairns Indigenous Art 

Fair for the purpose of strengthening their knowledge 

of contemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

Art, cultural protocols, cultural and intellectual        

property, and to  share their experiences with their 

school community. Both students were accompanied 

by their Arts and Digital Technologies teacher Merrie 

Carter. Cherise Jia is from the Alginth language group.  

She is currently enrolled in visual, media and perform‐

ing arts. One of the high points for her was a ending 

the Fashion performance. Cherise has an   interest in 

dance and was  keen to design and print fabric a er 

a ending the performance at the Tanks Arts Centre 

Tomhira (Tomi)  is from the Yupungathi language 

group. She is a year 11 student  and is enrolled in visual 

arts with high academic achievement. She has a strong 

interest in the role of Women and Mothers in Culture. 

Following her Bursary experience, Tomi won the P&C 

Best Senior Artwork at the Western Cape College      

Annual Art Exhibi on. Congratula ons Tomi! 

  We would like to extend a big thanks to Merrie  Carter 

and Deb Skerri  from the Western Cape College in 

Weipa for their support of Tomi and Cherise 

 

Photo above: Tomhira (Tomi) Ware and Cherise Jia at the 
Burkal Performance 

Photo above:  Pictured at Weipa Airport-Tomhira (Tomi) 
Ware ,Merrie Carter and Cherise Jia excitedly await their 
flight to Cairns  

Photo above:  award winning acrylic painting by Tomhira (Tomi) 
Ware from the Western Cape College 
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Paul  Bong is an artist and printmaker. He is a proud Yidinji man from the Babinda-Gordonvale 
area south of Cairns. His signature art practice has been in the traditional form of a shield. Print-
works of  his Shield designs featured recently as part of CIAF in the exhibition ’ Continental Drift: 
Black/Blak Art from South Africa and North Queensland held at the Cairns Regional Gallery.  

Paul has been successful in his application to the Bursary to attend the Canberra Glass works for 
advanced training in the medium of glass to produce a range of glass shields. The residency took 
place in October. The Canberra Glassworks has been able to offer essential equipment, access to a 
kiln for firing the glass, and an art studio with accommodation for Paul to develop and realise this 
new body of work. He has also been able to observe and learn a range of different techniques for 
works in glass from Kirsty Rea.   

Paul’s wife Liz was enthusiastic about the opportunity and said “The Glassworks blew our minds -
it is professionalism to the max!”. Paul wants to go back and continue this medium with many new 
ideas running around his head. He plans one day to hold a major exhibition showcasing the ‘shield 
culture’ past and present and his art in all forms. 

 

 

 

Paul Bong’s Con nuing Art Prac ce  

Photo above: Paul Bong’s unique  glass shields and (top right) Paul designing and produc-
ing kiln fired glass shields with Kirsty Rea from the Canberra Glass works.  Photo Bottom 
right Glass Shield : ’Culture Story’ - all photos of Paul’s work are the copyright 0f Liz Bong 

Photo above: ‘Starfish’ Glass Shield by Paul Bong 



 4 

 

Photo above : Limited edition print by Heather 
Koowatha donated to the Bursary 
 

CIAF Market Place 

 
The Thancoupie Bursary Fund stall in the 
CIAF Market has been a major influence in 
attracting new members to the fund and edu-
cating the public about its scope. We always 
need donations to perpetuate the Bursary.  
 
This year, works of past bursary winners 
Heather Koowatha, Paul Bong, Margaret    
Mara, and supporters Arone Meeks and Teho 
Ropeyarn were donated to the TBF and sold 
in a silent auction 

 Also a small and beautiful painting by the late 
Ray Crooke was donated to the TBF through 
his son, David Crooke and sold. 
 

Over $9K was raised over CIAF for the TBF 
from generous donations, the sale of donated 
artworks & the sale of “Thancoupie’s  Guide to 
Cape York : A Thaynakwith Dictionary” .   

We especially thank Craig Hoy and Ingrid 
Hoffman and other Board members for man-
ning the stall. 

Photo above: Ingrid Hoffman at the Bursary stall  

Photo above : TBF Board member Jennifer Isaacs with the 
Bursary award students Tomhira (Tomi) Ware and Cherise 
Jia from Western Cape College 
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APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR THANCOUPIE 

BURSARY 

Did you know or study with Thancoupie in Cairns or 
Weipa? Does your family have connections to Than-
coupie or the Indigenous nations of Western Cape 
York?           

Do you want to study in the arts, upgrade your tech-
nique or practical skills, learn a new skill in design or 
are related IT, advance to tertiary study in an Art col-
lege or take on a studio traineeship with a master?   

The Bursary is a unique scholarship for study in the 
arts offered to Indigenous youth of the Western Cape 
York communities.  Applications are available at the 
following web address 

http://www.thancoupiebursary.com/how-to-apply/ 

 

The award supports emerging or young artists or arts workers from Western Cape York in 
Queensland.  It was conceived by Thancoupie, and has been supported by her estate,  donations 
from her artistic friends, the Cairns art community,  & the Queensland Government. 

The Fund is a registered public company under the Corporations Act, limited by guarantee. 
Governance of the Fund is vested in the Board of Directors.  

The Directors ensure Thancoupie’s Bursary Fund complies with legislation governing the man-
agement, operations and obligations of Australian Charitable Trust Funds as required by the 
Australian Taxation Office. 

Thancoupie’s Bursary Fund Ltd 

c/o Ms Jean Little 
Chimanimani Place 
46 Albatross Street 
KEWARRA BEACH, QLD, 4879 

 

Photo above: Paul Bong with slumped glass 
shield fragmented — a  prototype. 


